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| - Executive Summary

The pandemic crisis

In 2021, the Covid-19 pandemic continued to dominate daily life and condition the lives
of all Portuguese people. When the health framework allowed to have a little hope of
returning to some "normality", behold, a new pandemic wave emerged with the
consequent worsening of the situation. The year 2021 thus remained a year of
uncertainty aggravated by the so-called "pandemic
exhaustion”, the result of the physical fatigue and
psychological exhaustion of all of us.

The response to this situation required a redoubled
effort by the entire Portuguese Contact Point team in
pursuit of the activity of the RIE Civil, IberRede, and
the CPLP Judicial Network. In the end, we found that this redoubled effort was reflected
in work carried out, with very positive results, namely in the competent and efficient
response to the constraints arising from the pandemic.

The activity in the EJN Civil

Alongside the crisis scenario described above, in 2021, restrictions on the movement of
people, imposed in 2020 due to the pandemic, continued to condition the activity of the
courts and the EJN Civil. Contrary to what happened in the initial phase of the pandemic
(in 2020) which forced the cancellation of some meetings, in 2021 this did not happen,
surpassing this constraint imposed by Covid-19 digitally, using computer platforms. The
meetings scheduled by the Contact Point were hold online whenever it was not possible
to behold in person.

In addition to this new situation, as the bulk of the Contact Point's activity is processed
by email and telephone, requests for judicial cooperation received were answered as
soon as possible. In 2021, the Contact Point team responded to 431 requests.

In short, it was a year of continuity of the activity developed to date, of consolidating
organizational practices such as responding to requests from the courts and holding
periodic meetings with the national members of the network.
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On the Contact Point website, available at www.redecivil.csm.org.pt, useful information
for courts, central authorities, professionals, and the general public has been ad. The
following works are the highlight:

Divorce

International competence

Applicable law
. 14.01.2021
Divorcio
— Competéncia intemacional

—— Lei gplicavel

Practical guide
Return of children

The role of the Central Guia pritico
Authority in cross-border cases pachr qiadanpe el

v & comercasl - RIE Civil

29.10.2021

Finally, in terms of judicial cooperation, it appears that the questions raised are
increasingly complex and comprehensive, which justifies the need to reinforce and
strengthen the national network of judges that support the activity of the Civil EJN in
Portugal. Training national judges in Union law is, therefore, a priority.

For this reason, the implementation of the project co-financed by the European
Commission "Judinet PT" aimed at strengthening the network of national judges
specialized in European Union law stands out.

Il - European project "Judinet PT"


https://www.redecivil.csm.org.pt/
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This project emerged in line with the previous project "CB and RA — Capacity Building
and Research Activities for Judges and Legal Practitioners", also coordinated by the
Contact Point and which ended in 2020.

The execution of the project "Judinet PT - Strengthening
the national judicial network that supports the activities of
EJN Civil in Portugal", co-financed by the Justice program
of the European Union JUST-AG-2020, of which the CSM is
a beneficiary, began on April 1, 2021 and ends March 31,
2023.

JUDINET FT This project has two workshops, with the reception of
Finnish counterparts and the translation and publication of
judgments of the Supreme Court of Justice.

A page was created on the Contact Point website dedicated to the "Judinet PT" project,
in which it is possible to consult the information about it, namely, the rulings of the
Supreme Court of Justice published in the European Case Law Identifier (ECLI) which
were translated into the English language.
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The Judinet PT project was also publicized on social networks.

The workshop activity held on November 25 and 26, 2021, was also published on the
CEJ e-Learning platform.
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Il - Some statistical data on the activity of the Contact Point

In 2021, the Contact Point replied to a total of 431 requests, distributed among the three
networks:

e 355 were treated in the legal framework of the EJN Civil
e 17 in the legal framework of IberRede
e 59 within the legal framework of the CPLP Judicial Network.

In the context of the EJN Civil, most of the requests concerned cooperation between
authorities from two States, one of which was Portugal. The rest were requests for
information addressed to the Contact Point by judicial authorities, central authorities,
and other authorities to which cooperation instruments assign tasks.

Requests involving Portugal and a third State that is not part of any of the judicial
cooperation networks that Portugal is part of were dealt with within the legal framework
of the Civil EJN under the provisions of article 3, paragraph 2, a) of the Decision
2001/470/EC.

Requests for cooperation and information to obtain evidence, parental responsibilities,
and summons and notifications are the most numerous, followed by uncontested claims
and precautionary measures.

Requests by authority - RJE Civil

PUBLIC

OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY/AUTRE AUTORITE
ADMINISTRATIVE

LOCAL JUDICIAL AUTHORITY/AUTORITE JUDICIAIRE LOCALE
LEGAL PROFESSION/PROFESSION JURIDIQUE
CONTACT POINT/POINT DE CONTACT

CENTRAL AUTHORITY/AUTORITE CENTRALE
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Requests by subject matter - RJE Civil - Total:
355

SMALL CLAIMS

CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS
MAINTENANCE OBLIGATIONS
LEGAL AID

MARRIAGES, UNMARRIED COUPLES
SERVICE OF DOCUMENTS
UNCONTESTED CLAIMS
SUBSTANTIVE CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL LAW
FILIATION, ADOPTION
INFORMATION ON FOREIGN LAW
BANKRUPTCY

NON-CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS
TAKING OF EVIDENCE

OTHERS

PROVISIONAL MESURES

RECOGNITION AND ENFORCEMENT IN GENERAL

PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY

SEPARATION, DIVORCE AND ANNULMENT

INHERITANCE, SUCCESSION AND WILLS

=3

m Cooperation MS Incoming m CooperationMS Outgoing H Information
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United Arab Emirates ealzliize 4 Canada 1
Cayman Islands 1

\15rbfanar\l< & ‘ India 1
Scotland 1 ‘\‘* .
’—\ USA7/Singapore 2

United Kingdom 27

Switzerland 15

kNigeria 1
Ukraine 3\

Ivory Coast 1

Cooperation and Information MS/other countries
(not part of any other judicial network)

Cooperation OC__ Cooperation
Incoming 2 ‘MS Incoming

Cooperation OC
Outgoing 49

Information
other countries
17
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IV - Coordination instruments: national and international meetings

National Meetings
Quarterly Meetings with National Members of the EJN Civil

To ensure national coordination in the area of judicial cooperation, the Contact Point
has a national network of support members. There are currently twelve members

officially appointed by the Ministry of Justice, some of which are also central authorities
for certain civil justice instruments.

In 2021, three quarterly meetings of national members were held.

All were held online due to the pandemic situation:

e 23" meeting held on 03/11/2021.
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|10 9 I PURNE W W

erados
WON1¥0d

24" meeting held on 07/06/2021.

12
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Restricted meetings

The vast majority were also carried out online, of which the following stand out:
e 25/03/2021 (online)— Meeting with the Bar Association, ISS, IP, and DGAJ. The

topic addressed was the appointment of the patron, in maintenance collection
actions in which the creditor resides outside the country.

13
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e 14/06/2021 (online) -Bilateral meeting between Portugal and France.

Reuniao
Bilateral

14 Junho

e 14/10/2021 (in person) - Bilateral meeting between Portugal and France to
identify obstacles to cooperation and adopt strategies to overcome them in the
areas of family and minors and in taking of evidence.

e 19/11/2021 (online) — Bilateral meeting between the Contact Points of Portugal
and lItaly, on the topic "EJNita - Building Bridges project".

14
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Reuniao
Bilateral
PT-FR

International Meetings

EJN Civil

18/03/2021 (online) — 80™ Meeting of EJN Civil Contact Points.

07/05/2021 (online) — 81 Meeting of EJN Civil Contact Points.
25/06/2021 (online) — 82" Meeting of EJN Civil Contact Points.

10 and 11/11/2021 (hybrid — face-to-face in Brussels and online) — 83" Meeting

of EJN Civil Contact Points.

CPLP

e 18/02/2021 (online) — 2™ Meeting of the Permanent Commission - Summit of
the Superior Councils of Justice of the CPLP.

e 25/02/2021 (online) — 4t Meeting of Contact Points of the CPLP Judicial Network.

15
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- Rede Judiciaria da CPLP

4.2 Reunido de Pontos de
~ Contacto do grupo civil

25 de Fevereiro 2021

e 05.12.2021 (online) — Summit of the Superior Councils of Justice of the CPLP.

f W <S5 P w =2

e 09.09.2021 (online) — 5™ Meeting of Contact Points of the CPLP Judicial Network.

16
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e 12.06.2021 (online) - 3" Meeting of the Standing Committee of the Forum of
Superior Justice Councils of the CPLP.

IberRede

e 22/03/2021 (online) — Meeting organized by the General Secretariat of the lbero-
American Network for International Legal Cooperation.

17
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Others

e 01 and 02/06/2021 (online) — 3™ Ibero-American Meeting of the 2030 Agenda in
the Judiciary.

R NE -Réseau Notarial Européen
ENN - European Notarial Network

‘ )V‘_‘——‘F" l

Junho

e 21 and 22/10/2021 (in person) — Closing Plenary Assembly of the 20th Ibero-
American Judicial Summit (CJI).

18
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V —=IT Tools

The Contact Point newsletter:

www.redecivil.csm.orqg.pt/newsletters/

The Contact Point newsletter is published every month, is sent to national judges by
email, and made available on the website and social networks to disseminate relevant
decisions of the CJEU, legislation, training activities, and international projects.

19
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Conceito de “deslocacdo on retencdo

, 2 B Y& ald 4 A B ilicitas de wma erianca” transferida

A h I“ “ S l‘ I‘J l I l“ l‘ de um Estado-Membro para oulro Ry
-~ PONTO DE CONTACTO RIE CIVIL em virtude da aplicacdo do it s

A Regulamento Dublin 111, ;

Acérdda do TIUE C 262/21 PPU

JUDINET PT

Grant Agreement 101007428

» > "
JudiNet PT = JUST-\G-2020 C-262/21 PPL
JUST-)CO0-AG-2020

In addition to the newsletter, the Contact Point also publishes the "acquis
communautaire" on the following platforms:

OO Mm

The Contact Point website:

www.redecivil.csm.org.pt

It contains information on national law, jurisprudence, legislation, guides, manuals,
presentations on the practical application of civil justice instruments, and information
on the activity of judicial cooperation networks.

20
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The fact sheets on the European e-Justice Portal:

https://e-
justice.europa.eu/439/PT/information on national law information s
heets

The Contact Point is responsible for writing and updating the sheets published on the
European e-Justice Portal. The fact sheets contain information on national law intended
for courts, forensic professionals, and the general public.

The Videocivil:

https://videocivil.csm.org.pt/

It is intended to support bailiffs in videoconference requests abroad.

® Videoconferéncia Transfronteiriga

D BoRse & PRojEcts & ADveRTEncis Jusities 9 Cowrasros B Ieioias SEsado

Pesauisan ror Paises

O aue &7
| R T P A —

A Guems sE Dimiae?
| [ Yy R ————

En GUE CONMIBTET
e o P T T T ———— T e

C NN
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The CPLP Judicial Atlas in Civil Matters:

https://www.atlascplp.csm.orq.pt/

It facilitates the direct submission of cooperation requests through the suggested forms.
Thought out and prepared by the Contact Point, it contains the international
agreements and conventions that bind the countries of the CPLP Judicial Network.

VI - Expenditure and Human Resources 2021

The Contact Point has its facilities at the headquarters of the High Judicial Council, Rua
Duque de Palmela, n.2 23, 1250-097 Lisbon, Portugal, where the team has adequate
space and equipment.

Below is the table of expenses of the Contact Point team whose total, in 2021, was €166.
124,41.

Despesa 2021 - Ponto de Contacto

RJE Civil | IberRede | RIJCPLP

Daily allowances* 375,28€
Trips and stays*® 17,01€
Gross salary* 165.732,12€
(net salary) 103.242,46€

22
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TOTAL** 166.124,41€

* The values refer to the four-team members.

** The total does not include indirect costs, training expenses, expenses
incurred by the national coordination of the CJI, or other expenses related to the
execution of the Judinet PT project

Note: The cost of the Contact Point is budgeted and supported by the CSM, with the
MJ's contribution in 2021 having a budgeted amount of €10.000.

In 2021, the Contact Point underwent some changes in the composition of the team of
advisors, as a result of the need to maintain a stable framework that enables the service
to benefit, in the mid-term, from the effort made in the training of each new element as
well as to consolidate the interpersonal relationships that each one establishes with
operators from various States and/or institutions, essential in the area of judicial
cooperation.

The team was formed by the following members:

A

Paula Pott

Appeal Judge, Contact Point of the EJN Civil, IberRede, CPLP Judicial Network, National
Coordinator of the CJl and secretary-general of the Permanent Commission of the CPLP
Judicial Forum

Isabel Nogueira Marisa Martins
Administrative assistant Administrative assistant

23
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Sara Miranda Carlos Rosado
Legal advisor Legal advisor

Ana Cunha
Legal advisor

RS

“CSM

Rua Duque de Palmela, n.2 23
1250-097 LISBOA

correio@redecivil.mj.pt
www.redecivil.csm.org.pt

24
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VII — Statistical table of the network

25
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